(Translation) Mailed: March 1, 2005 

NOTIFICATION OF RFASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2001 -285771 

Examiner's Notice Date: February 21 , 2005 

Examiner: Daisuke KOBAYASHI 3354 5Q00 

Attorney for Patent Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 6 attorneys) 

Applied Sections: Section 29 (2), Section 29 bis , and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

RFASONS 

1 . The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 36 (6) (ii) of the Patent Law, on the grounds that the 
claims are defective in the following respects. 

REMARKS 

(Claim 1) 

It cannot be specified under which category the "data structure" in claim 1 
falls, "product" or "method". Thus, the claimed invention is unclear. 

(The present application is a divisional application for the present 
application filed prior to January 1 0, 2001 . As to the handling of such an 
application, see "Operational Guidance of Examination of Specific Technical 
Field, Section 1 Computer Software Related Invention" published February 27, 
1997 (especially, "1 .3 Points of Concern"). It should be noted that this 
operational guidance can be referred to from the homepage of the Japanese 
Patent Office. URL: 

htt p-//www.jpo.go.jp/shiryou/kijun/kifun2/tokuteiaiiwtu i ndex.html) 
Thus, the invention of claim 1 is unclear. 
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2. The invention is unpatentable under section 29 13 of the 
Patent Law on the grounds that the invention is considered the 
same as the invention described in the specification and the 
drawing(s) originally attached to the request of the following 
application, which was filed before, and disclosed after, the filing 
date of this application and that the inventor of the present 
application is not considered to be the inventor of the cited 
application, and at the time of the filing of this application, the 
applicant is not considered to be the applicant of the cited 
application. 

RFMARK (refer to references cited) 

- Claims 1 to 5 

- Reference 1 

- Remark 
(Claim 1) 

Reference 1 (see, especially, paragraphs [0008] to [0010] and [0017]; 
FIGS. 2, 3 and 6) discloses a technique of providing a field indicating a 
maximum transmission rate of a data stream (corresponding to the bit rate 
information of the present invention) as application/header information. 

The invention disclosed in Reference 1 and the present invention are 
different in that it is unclear whether management information related to stream 
data is recorded or not in the former invention. 

However, in the technical field of disk devices, it is well known, without 
exemplification, to record management information for the management of 
recorded data. Thus, the difference between the two inventions is caused by 
the addition of such a well-known technique, and thus does not provide novel 
advantages. Accordingly, the two inventions are identical with each other. 
(Claims 2 to 5) 

It is commonly considered by those skilled in the art to apply the 
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invention of Reference 1 relating to a data structure for an information medium 
also to a recording method, a reproduction method, an information medium, a 
device or a system. 

3. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the 
following publication distributed in Japan or a foreign country prior 
to this application or the invention made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign 
country prior to this application . 

REMARKS (refer to references cited) 

- Claims 1 to 5 

- Reference 2 

- Remark 
(Claim 1) 

Reference 2 (especially, paragraphs [0083] to [0091]; and FIGS. 6 and 7) 
discloses a technique such that, in a recording medium having one or more 
sectors, the sectors are configured to include a sector address region and an 
auxiliary information region, and a compression-coded region and the auxiliary 
information region is configured to include a transfer rate. 

The invention disclosed in Reference 2 and the present invention as 
claimed in claim 1 are different in that it is unclear whether management 
information related to stream data is recorded or not in the cited invention. 

However, in the technical field of disk devices, it is well known without 
exemplification to record management information for the management of 
recorded data, as stated in Reason 2. Thus, the combination of the well- 
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known technique and Reference 2 is not deemed particularly remarkable. 
(Claims 2 to 5) 

It is commonly considered by those skilled in the art to apply the 
invention of Reference 2 relating to a data structure for an information medium 
also to a recording method, a reproduction method, an information medium, a 
device or a system. 

ppterenrftB Cited: 

1 . Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1 -372874 (Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI 
Publication No. 2000-195170) 

2. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 07-193785 (filed) 

If a new reason for rejection is noticed, a further Official Action will be 
issued. 



<Suggestion for Amendment 

Reference 1 sets forth that the application header is configured to 
include at least one of the "ID information specifying service" and "bit rate 
information." 

If the "bit rate information" is deleted from claim 1 to amend this claim to 
have a feature such that the "ID information specifying service" is recorded, 
there is the possibility that the "ID information specifying service" would 
correspond to the field (APPLICATIONJD) indicating an identifying person 
intrinsic to the data stream as shown in paragraph [0009] and FIGS. 3 and 6 of 
Reference 1 . Thus, the applicant is requested to examine to that effect. 
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The applicant is not legally forced to follow the above suggestion for 
amendment, which is one possible approach how to overcome the rejection 
reason. The applicant should determine how to amend the present 
specification and drawings. 

Prior Art Search Report 

Searched Field: IPC 7th ed. G11B 20/10 

G11B 27/00 
H04N 5/76 

Prior-Art Documents: 

Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 09-251762 
Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 08-339637 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 

In the case where there is any inquiry concerning the contents of this 
Official Notice for Reasons for rejection, please contact the following: 
Takatoshi FUJIWARA, Information Recording, Patent Examination Department 
4 

Tel: 03(3581)1101 Ext. 3590 
Fax: 03(3501)0715 
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